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GENERAL SOURCES 
 
Closson, Henry W.  “Morning Reports and Afternoon Speculations.”  Journal of the Military Service 

Institution of the US  (1884):  pp. 184-98.  Per. 
Portrait of the army’s progress, with much anecdotal detail of daily life. 

 
Fifer, Barbara.  Montana Battlefields, 1806-1877:  Native Americans and the U.S. Army at War.   

Helena, MT:  Farcountry, 2005.  224 p.  E78.M9.F54. 
 
Ganoe, William A.  The History of the United States Army.  NY:  Appleton, 1924.  609 p.  E181.G17. 

See Chaps IX-X. 
 
Hutton, Paul A., & Ball, Durwood, editors.  Soldiers West:  Biographies from the Military Frontier. 

Norman, OK:  U OK, 2009.  404 p.  E181.S65. 
 
Kemble, Charles R.  “The Image of the Army Officer:  The Nineteenth Century Background.”   

PhD dss, George Washington, 1969.  248 p.  UB413.K452. 
 
Matloff, Maurice, editor.  American Military History.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1969.  699 p.  E181.M33. 

See Chaps 13-14. 
 
Symons, Thomas W.  “The Army and the Exploration of the West.”  Journal of the Military Service 

Institution of the US  (1883):  pp. 205-49.  Per. 
 
Tate, Michael L.  The Frontier Army in the Settlement of the West.  Norman, OK:  U OK, 1999.  454 p. 

F596.T37. 
 



U.S. Army, 1865-98          p.2 
 
U.S. War Dept.  AGO.  Reports of the Adjutant General, 1880-1902.  Typed reproductions of annual 

reports bound in one volume, including charts on personnel.  ca 250 p.  UB323.A5. 
 
_____.  Secretary of War.  Annual Reports, 1822-1940.  UA24. 

Includes reports of major commands and bureaus (to 1921). 
 
Utley, Robert M.  Frontier Regulars:  The United States Army and the Indian, 1866-1891.  NY: 

Macmillan, 1973.  E83.866.U87. 
See especially Chap 2, "The Postwar Army:  Command, Staff, and Line," and Chap 5, 
"Weapons, Uniforms, and Equipment," pp. 69-79. 

 
Weigley, Russell F.  History of the United States Army.  Bloomington, IN:  IN U, 1984.  730 p. 

UA25.W35. 
See Chaps 11-12. 

 
Wooster, Robert.  The American Military Frontiers:  The United States Army in the West, 1783-1900.   

Albuquerque, NM:  U of NM Pr, 2009.  361 p.  UA26.W4.W66. 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on American Soldiers in Soldiers; Indian Wars; and Charles King in Biographies. 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL ASPECTS 
 
Adams, Kevin.  Class and Race in the Frontier Army:  Military Life in the West, 1870-1890. 

Norman, OK:  U OK, 2009.  276 p.  U766.A332. 
 
_____.   “’Common People with Whom I Shall Have No Relation’:  Class, Race, and Ethnicity in the 

Post-Civil War Frontier Army.”  PhD dss, U CA-Berkeley, 2004.  425 p.  U766.A33. 
 
Agnew, Jeremy.  Life of a Soldier on the Western Front.  Missoula, MT:  Mountain Press, 2008.  266 p. 

E81.A46. 
 
Beaver, Daniel R.  Modernizing the American War Department:  Change and Continuity in a Turbulent 

Era, 1885-1920.  Kent, OH:  Kent State, 2006.  281 p.  UA23.6B43. 
 
Cockrell, David L. “The Ambitious Reformer:  Arthur MacArthur and Promotion Reform of 1890.” 

Periodical  (No. 73, 1995):  pp. 35-46.  Per. 
Condensed from an MA thesis. 

 
Coffman, Edward M.  The Old Army:  A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898. 

NY:  Oxford, 1986.  514 p.  UA25.C62. 
Social history. 
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Cooper, Jerry M.  "The Army's Search for a Mission, 1865-90."  Against All Enemies.  NY:  Greenwood, 

1986.  pp. 173-196.  E181A3. 
 
Edmunds, F.H.  “Is the Three Battalion Organization the Best One for Us?”  Journal of the Military 

Service Institution of the US  (1893):  pp. 749-54.  Per. 
 
Falk, Stanley L.  "Feudin' and Fussin' in the Old Army."  Army  (Nov 1984):  pp. 57-61.  Per. 

Informal view of personality clashes and bureaucratic infighting. 
 
Foner, Jack D.  The United States Soldier between Two Wars:  Army Life and Reforms, 1865-1898. 

NY:  Humanities, 1970.  229 p.  U766.F65. 
High desertion rates led to improvements for enlisted personnel. 

 
Gates, John M.  "The Alleged Isolation of US Army Officers in the Late 19th Century."  Parameters 

(Sep 1980):  pp. 32-45.  Per. 
Refutes argument of physical, social, & cultural isolation. 

 
Greene, Duane M.  Ladies and Officers of the United States Army; or, American Aristocracy:  A Sketch 

of the Social Life and Character of the Army.  Chicago:  Central Pub, 1880.  222 p.  U766.G74. 
Expose of military leadership; includes much information on effects of alcohol. 

 
Grodecki, Thomas S.  "Military Observers, 1815-1975."  CMH study, 1988.  329 p.  U52.G76a. 

Lists of USMA graduates only, some 2,000, by name, class number and branch. 
 
McChristian, Douglas C.  The U.S. Army in the West, 1870-1880:  Uniforms, Weapons, and Equipment. 

2 vols.  Norman, OK:  U OK, 2007 revision of 1995 edition.  UD373.M438. 
 
Mahon, John K., & Danysh, Romana.  Infantry.  Part I:  Regular Army.  In Army Lineage Series. 

Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1972.  pp. 31- 34.  Ref. 
Number and org of infantry units. 

 
Nacy, Michele J.  “Members of the Regiment:  Army Officer’s Wives on the Western Frontier, 1865- 

1890.”  PhD dss, KS State, 1995.  243 p.  U766.N32. 
And the published version; Westport, CT:  Greenwood, 2000.  128 p.  U766.N322. 

 
Reilly, Henry J.  “How Army Cooking Can Be Improved.”  Journal of the Military Service Institution of 

the US  (1885):  pp. 394-99.  Per. 
 
Simmons, Clyde R.  "The Indian Wars and US Military Thought, 1865-1890."  Parameters 

(Spring 1992):  pp. 60-62.  Per. 
 
Skirbunt, Peter D.  "Prologue to Reform:  The 'Germanization' of the United States Army, 1865-1898." 

PhD dss, OH State, 1983.  194 p.  UA23.145.S54. 
 
Smith, Philip R., Jr.  "A Frontier Thesis from Hollywood."  Army  (Apr 1971):  pp. 50-54.  Per.   

Takes issue with Army being made the scapegoat for Indian mistreatment. 
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Smith, Sherry L.  The View from Officers' Row:  Army Perceptions of Western Indians.  Tucson, AZ: 

AZ U, 1990.  263 p.  E78.W5.S64. 
Based on analysis of representative sample of letters & diaries of officers & wives. 

 
Spiller, Ronald L.  "From Hero to Leader:  The Development of 19th-Century American Military 

Leadership."  PhD dss, TX A&M, 1993.  303 p.  UB210.S64. 
See Chaps 8-9. 

 
Stubbs, Mary Lee, & Connor, Stanley R.  Armor-Cavalry.  Part I:  Regular Army and Army Reserve. 

In Army Lineage Series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1969.  pp. 18-23.  UZ29.S82. 
Number and org of cavalry units. 

 
U.S. War Dept.  Regimental History of the United States Regular Army:  Chronological Outline, 

1866-1918.  Committee on Public Info, Aug 1918.  45 p.  D570.A2.A35. 
Stations listed for each unit. 

 
_____.  Index of General Courts-Martial Orders.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1864-1894.  UB856.A1.A22. 
 
Watt, Robert N.  “Apaches without and Enemies within:  The US Army in New Mexico, 1879-1881.” 

War in History  Vo. 18, No. 2 (2011):  pp. 148-83.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
PERIODS-Post Civil War (1865-77) 
 
Abshire, Charles W.  "American Military Policy, 1865-1879."  MA thesis, Duke, 1952.  139 p. 

UA23.145.A27. 
 
Ellis, Richard N.  "Volunteer Soldiers in the West, 1865."  Military Affairs  (Apr 1970):  pp. 53-56.  Per. 
 
Holberton, William B.  "Demobilization of the Union Army, 1865-66."  MA thesis, Lehigh, 1993.  105 p. 

E491.H64. 
 
LaBerge, Walter.  "Dangerous Downsizing."  Armed Forces Journal  (Oct 1993):  pp. 30, 33-34.  Per. 

Post-Civil War drawdown reviewed. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliography on Reconstruction. 
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PERIODS-Late 19th Century (1877-98) 
 
Abrahamson, James L.  "The Military and American Society, 1881-1922."  PhD dss, Stanford, 1977. 

652 p.  UA23.143.A63. 
 
Andrews, Patrick E.  "The Old Army."  Infantry  (Sep/Oct 1979):  pp. 31-34.  Per. 

Description based on 1895 regulations. 
 
Andrews, Richard A.  "Years of Frustration:  William T. Sherman, The Army, and Reform."  PhD dss, 

Northwestern, 1968.  319 p.  UA23.145.A6. 
 
Andruss, Elias van A.  Papers.  1 Box.  Arch. 

Chiefly diary, 1860-1909, covering his commissioned service w/1st Arty to 1898 & 4th 
Arty, 1898-1901. 

 
Journal of the Military Service Institution of the US, 1879-1917.  Per. 

See 3-vol index. 
 
Knight, Oliver.  Life and Manners in the Frontier Army.  Norman, OK:  U OK, 1978.  F593.K56. 

Based on military novels of Charles King. 
 
Miller, Duane E. "Soldiers of the Renaissance:  The US Army in the 1880's."  Military Review 

(Jun 1972):  pp. 27-39.  Per. 
 
Roberts, William. R.  "Reform and Revitalization, 1890-1903."  Against All Enemies.  NY:  Greenwood, 

1986.  pp. 197-218.  E181.A3. 
 
Thomas, Donna M.E.  "Army Reform in America:  The Crucial Years, 1876-1881."  PhD dss, U FL, 

1980.  316 p.  UA23.145.T56. 
 
Toll, Larry A.  "The Military Community on the Western Frontier, 1866-1898."  PhD dss, Ball State, 

1990.  160 p.  U766.T55. 
Sociology of outposts. 

 
United Service, 1879-1909.  Per. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on Domestic Disturbances. 


